
 
 

 

What’s New?         
 13th May 2020 

 

 

Parents’ Videoconference with EPS & CAMHS  
Tuesday 19th May 11 am – 12 noon – book now 
Whilst we are all unable to meet face-to-face, it is even more important for 
us to keep in touch with our members. We know that many of you will have 
concerns about the impact of your children having to stay at home for this 
extended period, the disruption to their routines and the impact on your 
family life, and all the challenges that this presents.  

To help us talk about some of these questions, we have asked Suzy 
Francis, Principal Educational Psychologist to join us, along with Dr 
Chantell Douglas, Enfield Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service 
(CAMHS), Dr Emma Gore -Langton, SEMH, Clare Redrupp, Cheviots and 
Positive Behaviour Support Coach and Steve Chartergee, Behaviour Lead 
at Durants’ School and Positive Behaviour Support Coach. Suzy and the 
panel will be updating you on what they have put in place to support 
parents, answering your questions and listening to your concerns.  

Please submit any questions in advance, either using the booking form or emailing us at 
info@ourvoiceenfield.org.uk by the end of Sunday 17th May at the latest. You will also have an opportunity 
to submit questions (via chat) during the event, and we will answer as many as we have time for.  

The event is free but places must be pre-booked on Eventbrite here.  

We are aware that parents and carers will be thinking about return to school at the moment, but please note 
that this particular videoconference does not aim to look at the practical aspects of this (although we hope 
to look at this in a future session if we can) but instead looks at the mental and emotional aspects of 
lockdown and recovery.  

Places available - Mr Marvel Zoom party Sunday 
  

A few places are still available for the Mr Marvel Zoom party for children this 

Sunday 17th May from 3 – 4 pm.  

This is a great opportunity to provide some fun and entertainment for your 

children, via Zoom. It’s a live, fully interactive show containing a mix of magic, 

puppets, games, brand new live animation and of course the real magic bunny. 

Have a sneak peek here.  

You can join the event using a computer/laptop, tablet or smartphone.   

The event is free but you must pre-book your place (just one booking needed 

per household) on Eventbrite here.  

IN THIS EDITION: 

o Parents Videoconference with EPS – Tuesday 19th May  

o Exclusive Mr Marvel Zoom party – Sunday 17th May 

o Government updates on return to school   
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Government updates on return to school  
You will no doubt have seen information about the recent government announcements on how the UK will 

begin to come out of lockdown. Our Voice are in regular discussions with the Local Authority about the 

implications of these changes on a local basis, and the National Network of Parent Carer Forums is in 

ongoing discussions with Government Ministers.  

This is a quick summary of the current position with particular reference to children with Special Needs and 
Disabilities, based on the information provided by Contact (the Charity for families with Disabled Children). 
See also the government’s FAQs for parents and carers. and Guidance for educational settings.  

The government has now set out a "road map" of how the UK will come out of lockdown in stages for 
England including a plan for a gradual reopening in schools. The aim is that by 1 June at the earliest it will 
be safe for a greater number of children and young people to return to education and childcare and the 
Government is asking schools and childcare providers to plan on this basis, ahead of confirmation of the 
scientific advice. This will only happen when the five key tests set by Government justify the changes. If so:  
 
From 1 June  

o Mainstream primary schools may start to open for children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 only.  
o Mainstream secondary schools and colleges may provide some face to face support for students in year 10 

and year 12. 
o Childcare providers can care for children again. 
o Alternative provision settings should prioritise the same year groups as mainstream schools. 

 
Later in June (only if the Covid risk continues to decrease) 

o Primary schools may reopen for children in year groups 2, 3 4 and 5. 
o Early years settings may reopen 

 
Special schools, special post-16 institutions and hospital schools will have a phased return based 
on risk assessments of individual pupils, and should work towards welcoming back as many 
children and young people as can be safely catered for in their setting. 
 
Priority groups (keyworkers' children and vulnerable children who are eligible) will continue to attend.  
 
There are no plans to reopen secondary schools for the majority of pupils until September. 
 
Parents will be encouraged to send their child to school when they are invited to return, unless they are 
self-isolating or there are other reasons for absence (such as shielding due to health conditions). You 
should notify your child’s school or college as normal if your child is unable to attend so that staff are aware 
and can discuss with you. However, parents will not be penalised (for example fined for non-
attendance) if they choose to keep their child at home during this period. 
 
How will schools keep pupils and staff safe? There is separate guidance on the social distancing and 
hygiene measures schools will be expected to put in place to reduce the risk of Covid 19 transmission.  
 
Transport: Walking or cycling to school is encouraged. For pupils dependent on school transport, this will 
continue, but providers have been asked to consider the steps they can take to reduce risk of transmission, 
for example using two vehicles instead of one to reduce the numbers of children travelling together. 
 

 

 

We hope that you have found our newsletter useful. If you have any feedback, or anything that you think we could 

be telling our families about, please let us know. Our contact details are:  

Telephone 07516 662315 Email:info@ourvoiceenfield.org.uk    
Website: www.ourvoiceenfield.org.uk 
 
If you no longer wish to receive these emails, and/or would like us to remove your details from our database, 
please email us and we will remove your details from our mailing list and/or database.   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june#if-my-child-is-eligible-is-it-compulsory-for-them-to-attend-school
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
mailto:info@ourvoiceenfield.org.uk
http://www.ourvoiceenfield.org.uk/

